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Chairman's address

"Great Expectations"

"There was a long hard t ime when I  kept  far  f rom me l

the remembrance of  what I  had thrown awav when I

was qui te ignorant  of  i ts  worth."  -  Estel la

I  am del ighted to welcome you to the Mi l l  Theatre and to Balal ly  Players '  f i rs t

fu l l - length play of  2019, "Great  Expectat ions".  We present th is new slant

on Dickens'  b i ldungsroman, a memory play of  the coming-of-age story,

where Pip is  g iven the opportuni ty to be something he never thought he could

be,  to seek a great  love,  to have his dreams come true . . .  but  what important

things does he lose sight of? What price success? Does he find love? We hope

this int r iguing ta le of  Pip 's journey in l i fe g ives you food for  thought.

I t  has al ready been a busy year for  the Balal ly  Players and there is  more to

come! "The Giant  Ki l lers"  by Eve and Andrew Pearson-Wright ,  d i rected by Gary

Wal l ,  te l l ing the inspir ing t rue story of  footbal l 's  greatest  ever under-

dogs, won numerous awards on the One Act Festival Circuit and reached the

One Act  Finals in December.  Also in December,  "Chr istmas at  Mar lay",  d i rected

by Teresa Dempsey brought festive cheer to Marlay House. "The Flattering

Word" by George Kel ly ,  d i rected by Ais l ing Ui  Laoire,  p layed in the Mi l l  Thea-

tre Studio in October and proudly represented Balal ly  Players at  the Glenealy

and Bray One Act  Fest ivals in January,  br inging home act ing and costume

awards. "From Page to Stage" in April, coordinated by Mark Coen, will give the

opportuni tyto explore a select ion of  p lays,  inc luding new wr i t ing by Pat McCar-

ry.  Hopeful ly  the sun wi l l  shine for  our outdoor Shakespeare product ion and

you wi l l  jo in us for  "A Midsummer Night 's  Dream",  d i rected by Karen Car leton,

in June. Our members and f r iends are welcome at  our socia-

ble evenings,  act ing workshops,  and Table Quiz ( run by Quizmaster Barry

O'Connor) .

We are real ly  appreciat ive of  the huge support  we get  and s incerely thank al l  of

you who have helped us on our creat ive journey th is year.  We are not  ignorant

of your worth !

Joanne Keane

Chairman, Balal ly  Players Theatre Company

To see detai ls  of  our programme subscr ibe to our mai l ing l is t  through
our websi te:  www.balal lvplavers.com or 'L ike '  our Facebook
page :  www.facebook.com/balal lvplavers

Brian Molloy - Director

Brian is  a graduate f rom NUI Maynooth in Drama and

Theatre Studies and Direct ing for  the Stage.  He is de-

l ighted to cont inue his long associat ion wi th the dl r  Mi l l

Theatre and Balal ly  Players.  For Mi l l  Product ions Br ian

has appeared as Scrooge in "A Chr istmas Carol" ,  Dun-

can in "Macbeth",  Roder igo in "Othel lo" ,  Michael  in

"God of  Carnage",  Kent in "King Lear" ,  and Reverend

Hale in "The Crucib le"  wi th Balal lv .  As Director  h is work

at  the dl r  Mi l l  Theatre inc ludes David Mamet 's "Oleanna",  Jane Austen's

"Emma",  "Absent Fr iends",  by Alan Ayckbourn,  "The Proposal"  by Chekhov,

J.B.  Keane's "Big Maggie",  and "Pr ide and Prejudice" by Jane Austen.
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With specidl thanks to Dympno Murroy for oll her work on costumes, to

Kdte Conning ond all at the Mill Theatre for their help, and to you, our

foithful oudience, for your unfoiling goodwill and support!

H
The balallg vlayer{theake Compang

20th - 23rd February
dlr MillTheatre, Dundrum Town Centre

Show 8.00pm I Saturday Matinee 3.00pm

www,milltheatre.ie | 01 -2969340

Tickets €16/€14



Adult Pip-Michael McHugh
This is  Michael 's  second appearance wi th Balal ly  Players

and his first at the Mill Theatre. He performs regularly at

the Moat Theatre Naas as part  of  the act ing company

based there. Recent theatre work includes: "Robin
Hood" (Moat Theatre) ,  "Who Wi l l  Separate Us?" (Moat

Theatre and Edinburgh Fest ival ) ,  "Much Ado About Noth-
ing" (St  Enda's Rathfarnham),  "The Pul lman Car Hiawa-

tha" (Moat Theatre) .

Young Pip-Oran O'Rua
Oran began acting and directing with UCD Dramsoc, where

he was awarded an ISDA Best Actor award. Since then,

Oran has played diverse roles both on and off-stage and
was a participant on the Fishamble Theatre Director Pro-
gramme in 2072. In 2013 he directed for the group "The

Glass Menagerie", and in 2OL6, "Cat On A Hot Tin Roof",

both by Tennessee Wi l l iams, and both performed in the

d l r  M i l l Thea t re .

Estella-Remy Naidoo
Having fa l len in love wi th performing at  the age of  8.
Remy has graced many stages. From the National Concert

Hall to the 02 in London, the Mac Theatre in Belfast to
the Late Late Show studios, Remy has perfected her craft

in f ront  of  audiences over hal f  her l i fe.  Remy is no

stranger to the dl r  Mi l l  Theatre,  having performed in the

Feis Maitiu here for years, she won the Record Cup in

201-4. She has thoroughly enjoyed working with the cast

for this production of "Great Expectations".

Miss Havisham-Aisling Ui l-aoire
Aisl ing has acted in a number of  product ions in l re land

and Hong Kong. Previous ro les include Port ia in "The

Merchant of  Venice" and Pegeen Mike in "Playboy of  the

Western World". She recently directed "The Flattering

Word",  which won a number of  awards at  the Skerr ies,

Glenealy and Bray One Act  Drama Fest ivals.  She wi l l  soon

be seen performing the ro le of  Michel le in "Sister  Act" .

Joe Gargery-Brendan Dunne
Brendan has been a member of  Balal ly  Players for  16

years, and recently played Reverend Rigley in "The

Flattering Word", for which he won Best Supporting Actor

at the Bray One Act Drama Festival. Other roles with the

group includeJhe Boss in "Of Mice and Men" and Shy-

lock in 'The Merchant of Venice".

Mrs Joe-Nui la O'Rei l ly
This is  Nuala 's f i rs t  out ing wi th Balal ly  Players.  Having

trained at the Gaiety School of Acting, she has appeared in

product ions by UCD Dramsoc,  the Dubl in Shakespeare

Society and You' l l  Be Sorry When We're Famous, inc luding

"Angels in America", "The Bacchae", "An Enemy of the

People" and "The First  Man" by Eugene O'Nei l l .

Mr Wopsle-Peter Prior
Peter has been treading the boards for more years than
he cares to remember. Over the years he has performed
with numerous groups, but has been mainly anchored
to the Dublin Shakespeare Society. Favourite recent
roles include Kent in "King Lear", Sir Toby Belch in
"Twelfth Night" and Valene in Martin McDonagh's "The
Lonesome West" with Parnassus,

Magwitch-Nial l  O'Kennedy
Nial l ,  or iginal ly from Sligo, has acted, directed, bui l t
sets, hawked sets, filled vans and most other jobs in-
volved with putting on a play. He has enjoyed working
with several Dublin groups. The most recent play was
"Montagues and Capulets" with the Dublin Shake-
speare Society. Delighted to be with Balally Players for
Great Exoectations.

Biddy-Carlotta Guizzardo
Born in Verona, Carlotta has been actively involved
with the Balally Players for the past two years, playing
support ing roles in the "Merchant of Venice" and
"Much Ado About Nothing", as well  as performing in
the "Christmas at Marlay" Show. Also involved with
other drama groups including the Dublin Shakespeare
Society, Carlotta played the lead role of Julia in their
production of "Montagues and Capulets".

Jaggers-Michael Sharp
Michael has played in drama, variety and pantomime
with various Dublin groups, in the RTE Television dra-
ma documentary "No More Blooms" and in various
parts with the Near FM radio drama group. Roles with
Balal ly Players include Friar Laurence in "Romeo and
Juliet".  Claudius in "Rosencrantz and Guilderstern Are
Dead", Father in "Aristocrats", Hathorne in "The Cruci-
ble" and Morganhall  in "The Dock Brief".

Wemmick-Barry O'Connor
Barry has been acting for nearly 40 years with a num-
ber of  amateur and community groups.  He has been a

member of  Balal ly  Players for  four years and has ap-
peared in several productions including "Move Over

Mrs.  Markham" (Phi l ip Markham),  "PW Wars" (Si lv io) ,

"Of Mice and Men" (Car lson) and "Much Ado About

Nothing" (Don Pedro).

Molly-Janet Dunne
lanet  made her act ing debut back in 1993 in the award
winning One Act  Play "Ri tual  for  Dol ls"  wi th L issadel l
Players when she played Jojo. She has since played

parts such as Brenda Barnes in "Same Old Moon",

Moya in "Red Roses and Petrol" and Kate in "Dancing at

Lugnasa"

Herbert Pocket-Mark Coen
Mark is in his third year with Balal ly Players.
Previous credits with the company include "PVT
Wars" (Natwick), "The Merchant of Ven-
ice" (Prince of Arragon) and "Pride and Preju-
dice" (Mr Denny). Mark is greatly enjoying play-
ing the role of Pip's friend and tutor, Herbert
Pocket.

Sarah Pocket-Jennifer Byrne
A lifelong aficionado of theatre, Jennifer is thrilled
to tread the boards in Dickens' classic "Great
Expectations" in her debut performance with
Balal ly Players. Her previous work as a television
extra (most recently in RTE crime drama "Taken
Down") has been such a joyful creative experi-
ence that Jennifer was inspired to audit ion for
this production.

Bentley Drummle-Nigel Wheatley
Nigel Wheatley has played on many stages in

l re land and abroad, as an actor  and music ian.  He

f i rst  appeared as Banquo in "Macbeth" wi th the

Delgany Players in the ear ly n inet ies,  summoned

the Devi l  in  "Faust"  at  the Gorki  Theatre Ber l in and
descended into Antartic hell in Lovecraft's
"Mountains of  Madness" to name a few! He even

made an appearance in the ser ies "Mooneboy" for
Sky T.V.  He has also re leased many recordings,  as a

music ian and songwri ter .

Camilla, Ensemble-Doris Cullen
Doris Cul len has been a member of  Balal ly  Players
almost s ince the group was establ ished and has

been highly involved both on stage and off stage

many, many t imes,  inc luding winning two best

actress awards in 2017 plus a specia l  award at  dra-
ma festivals in Wicklow. She repeated this trend

recent ly,  winning more awards at  the Glenealy and

Bray One Act Festivals.

Cousin Raymond, Ensemble-
Aengus Cooke
Aengus Cooke studied English Literature and Drama
at DBS Schools of Arts. Aengus worked as a stage
manager and assistant director with SPP Theatre
Company, an amateur theatre company based in
Southville, Bristol. More recently, he performed in
"Christmas at Marlay" with Balal ly Players.


